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Sermon Title: Reconnected

Scripture:

Ezekiel 37:15-22, 24

15 The word of the Lord came to me: ¢ “Son of man, take a stick of wood and write on
it, ‘Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with him.” Then take another stick

of wood, and write on it, ‘Belonging to Joseph (that is, to Ephraim) and all the Israelites
associated with him.” 17 Join them together into one stick so that they will become one
in your hand.

18 “When your people ask you, ‘Won't you tell us what you mean by this2’ 19 say to
them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: | am going to take the stick of Joseph—
which is in Ephraim’s hand—and of the Israelite tribes associated with him, and join it to
Judah’s stick. | will make them into a single stick of wood, and they will become one in
my hand.’ 20 Hold before their eyes the sticks you have written on 2! and say to them,
‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: | will take the Israelites out of the nations where
they have gone. | will gather them from all around and bring them back into their own
land. 22 | will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There will
be one king over all of them and they will never again be two nations or be divided
into two kingdoms.

24 *'*My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. They
will follow my laws and be careful to keep my decrees.

Philippians 2:1-11

I Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any
comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and
compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
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5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

¢ Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!

? Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

1T and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Discussion Questions: Ezekiel 37:15-22, 24 and Philippians 2:1-11

Read this week’s scripture(s) & answer the below questions with your friends, family, or
All' In small group.

Opening Questions:
e |cebreaker: If you had a time machine that would work only once, what point in
the future orin history would you like to visit?

e Looking back, were you able to apply any of the things we talked about last fime to
your life this week?e What did you do? How did it go?

Scripture Reflection Questions:
e What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage and sermon?
e What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions - Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:
e How does Philippians 2:1-11 challenge you?
e How does Philippians 2:1-11 give you hope?
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Closing Question and Application:
e Given what we've discussed together today, how might God want you to apply
these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this next week?
¢  Who might you share this with?2

Closing Group Prayer:

e Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests and then
praying together for each other. Thank God for the time together, the
conversation shared, the other people in the group, and for encouragement in
the week ahead.



