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Sermon Title: Joy is Advancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 

 
Scripture:  
 
Philippians 1:12-18 
 
12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually 
served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace 
guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most of 
the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the 
gospel without fear. 

15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16 The 
latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former 
preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me 
while I am in chains. 18 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, 
whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. 

Yes, and I will continue to rejoice 

 

Discussion Questions:  
Read this week’s scripture(s) & answer the below questions with your friends, family, or All In small 
group.  

Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture… How did you live 
differently or practice what we talked about in your life this week?  What did you do and how 
did it go? 
 
Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following: 
 

• What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this 
passage? 

• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 
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Sermon Reflection Questions:  Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 
 

• Why is it difficult to find joy when we are going through a very difficult trial or situation? 
What do you think was Paul’s secret? 

 
• Paul experienced a lot of difficulties in his life, when his sole aim in life was to advance 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Look at 2 Cor. 11:23-30. Write down all of those difficulties. 
Which one(s) would you most identify with? Why?  

 
Closing Question and Application:  Given what we’ve discussed together today, how 
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this 
next week? Who might you share this with? 
 
Closing group prayer:  Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests 
and then praying together for each other.  Thank God for the time together, the conversation 
shared, the other people in the group, and for encouragement in the week ahead. 


