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Sermon Title: Just Neighbors

Introductions: Spend a few minutes as a group introducing yourselves and welcoming new
members to the group.

Icebreaker Question: What is the picture on the lock screen of your phone and why? If you
don’t have a phone with a lock screen photo, what is a favorite photo that you keep close
and look at often?

Opening Question: Looking back to last's week’s sermon and scripture...How did you live
differently or practice what we talked about in your life this week? What did you do and
how did it go?

This week's scripture: Ephesians 6:10-18

The Armor of God

'®Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. ' Put on the full armor of God, so
that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.'? For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. "> Therefore put on
the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. ' Stand firm then, with the belt of
truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, '* and with
your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. '*In addition to all
this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the
evil one.'” Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of

God.

For Further Study: View resources available online www.belpres.org/justice
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Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the following:

e What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this
passage?
o What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e  What injustices do you see in your neighborhood?
e How do you think Jesus is calling you to respond?

Closing Question and Application: Given what we've discussed together today, how might
God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this next
week? Who might you share this with?

Closing Group Prayer: Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests
and then praying together for each other. Thank God for the time together, the conversation
shared, the other people in the group, and for encouragement in the week ahead.



