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Sermon Title: What God Wants

This week’s scripture:
Matthew 21:18-22
Jesus Curses a Fig Tree

'® Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. '” Seeing a
fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to
it, “May you never bear fruit again!”Immediately the tree withered.

**When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither so quickly2”
they asked.

?! Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do
what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself
into the sea,” and it will be done. # If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in
prayer.”
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Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:
e What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this
passage?
e What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e Describe a time in your life when Jesus did something that amazed you, like the
disciples in this story?

e Where in your life would you like more faith? What would that look like and what
bold steps would you like to take?

Closing Question and Application: Given what we've discussed together today, how
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this
next week? Who might you share this with?

Closing Group Prayer: Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer
requests and then praying together for each other. Thank God for the time together, the
conversation shared, the other people in the group, and for encouragement in the week

ahead.



