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Sermon Title: We Are All Witnesses
This week’s scripture:

Acts 1:1-8

Jesus Taken Up into Heaven

1 In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to

teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. ® After his suffering, he presented himself to them and
gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty
days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with
them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about.’ For John baptized with!! water, but in a
few days you will be baptized with™ the Holy Spirit.”

¢ Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel2”

”He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. ® But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
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Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:
e What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this
passage?
e What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e Which group is easier for you to witness to, and which is more challenging, and why?
Jerusalem (Hometown, family and friends), Judea (People similar to you) Samaria
(people you dislike or enemies), Ends of the Earth (people and places where Jesus is
unknown).

e Witnessing is seeing, and/or hearing, then telling. Where is one place or person you

can be witness for Jesus in the next week?

Closing Question and Application: Given what we've discussed together today, how
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this
next week? Who might you share this with?

Closing Group Prayer: Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer
requests and then praying together for each other. Thank God for the time together, the
conversation shared, the other people in the group, and for encouragement in the week

ahead.



