March 19, 2023

serres @ crHurcH

Sermon Title: Where God Leads

Icebreaker Question: This is our last week of the winter All In session. What is one thing
that you learned or experienced this session that you are thankful for?2

Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture... How did you live
differently or practice what we talked about in your life this week? What did you do and
how did it go?

This week’s scripture:

Acts 8:26-40
Philip and the Ethiopian
% Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” ¥ So he started out, and on his way he met an
Ethiopian® eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which
means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, ?® and on his
way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. ’ The Spirit
told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”
% Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
3"“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me2” So he invited Philip to come up
and sit with him.
2This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,

and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,

so he did not open his mouth.
*1n his humiliation he was deprived of justice.

Who can speak of his descendants?

For his life was taken from the earth.”®!
**The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or
someone else?” ** Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the
good news about Jesus.
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% As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look,
here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized2” #7114 38 And he gave
orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and
Philip baptized him.*” When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly
took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way

rejoicing. “° Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel
in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:
e What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this
passage?
e What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e When we hear the word evangelism, we tend to want to run away. Our own
fears, failures, mistakes, brokenness, and addictions hinder us from sharing the
Good News of Jesus. We know that Jesus is good, but we often see ourselves
as not good enough. What are your fears and anxieties around sharing the
Gospel?

e Philip shares the Gospel with an Ethiopian eunuch who is considered an
outsider and excluded from the Jewish community, unable to even be a Gentile
proselyte (a gentile who has converted to Judaism). Considering the Gospel
message includes those who are excluded, how is that message good news for
the people in our context today?

Closing Question and Application: Given what we've discussed together today, how
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this
next week? Who might you share this with?

Closing Group Prayer: Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer
requests and then praying together for each other. Thank God for the time together, the
conversation shared, the other people in the group, and for encouragement in the week

ahead.



