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Sermon Title: Hope Producing Church

Scripture:

Acts 11:19-30

19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was
killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among
Jews. 2°Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to
speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 2! The Lord’s hand was
with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 2 When he
arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to
remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and
faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.

25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to
Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers
of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.

27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.?® One of them, named
Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the
entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 2° The disciples, as each one
was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea.®° This they did,
sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
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Discussion Questions:

Read this week’s scripture(s] & answer the below questions with your friends, family, or All In
small group.

Icebreaker Question:

e What is a talent, hobby, interest or passion of yours that you think the group might not
already know about you?

Opening Question:

o Looking back, were you able to apply any of the things we talked about last time to your life
this weeke What did you do2 How did it go?

Scripture Reflection Questions - Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the

following:
e What do we learn about God (e.g. traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this
passage?

e What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions - Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e  What do you find most compelling about the community described in Acts 11:19-302

e Disciples live connected to a multi-generational, multi-cultural community, where we give
each other truth and grace in equal measure, sacrifice for each other, and are on mission
together to bring hope to the world. What part of that sentence do you feel you are doing
well in2 What part seems most challenging?

Closing Question and Application:
e Given what we've discussed together today, how might God want you to apply these

learnings to your life or in the life of your community this next week? Who might you share
this with?

Closing Group Prayer:

e Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests and then praying
together for each other. Thank God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other
people in the group, and for encouragement in the week ahead.



