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Sermon Title: Faithful Doubt 
 

 
Scripture:  
 
Mark 9:17-29 ESV 
17 And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a 
spirit that makes him mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams 
and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were 
not able.” 19 And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? 
How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.”  
 
20 And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the 
boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21 And Jesus asked his 
father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 And it 
has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have 
compassion on us and help us.”  
 
23 And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who 
believes.” 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my 
unbelief!” 25 And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter 
him again.”26 And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like 
a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted 
him up, and he arose. 28 And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, 
“Why could we not cast it out?” 29 And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by 
anything but prayer.”  
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Discussion Questions:  
Read this week’s scripture(s) & answer the below questions with your friends, family, or All In 
small group. 
 
Icebreaker Question:   

• What’s the best book you’ve read in the last year? 
 

Opening Question:  

• Looking back, were you able to apply any of the things we talked about last time to your life 
this week? What did you do? How did it go? 

 
Scripture Reflection Questions -- Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following: 
• What do we learn about God (e.g. traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this 

passage?  
• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 

 
Sermon Reflection Questions - Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 
 
• In the Mark passage, the father asks Jesus to “help my unbelief.”  Is there a time in your life 

when it has been hard to believe that Jesus is who he says he is? 
• Poor theology suggests that doubt is bad, and we should just have faith.  In actuality, doubt 

is not a sin.  It isn’t good or bad.  It is necessary for our faith.  What can we do when we 
struggle with doubt? 

 
Closing Question and Application:   

• Given what we’ve discussed together today, how might God want you to apply these 
learnings to your life or in the life of your community this next week? Who might you share 
this with? 

 
Closing Group Prayer:   

• Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests and then praying 
together for each other.  Thank God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other 
people in the group, and for encouragement in the week ahead. 

 


